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Human Rights in Iran – April 2005
Uprisings in Khuzestan province


Six killed in Iran clashes    

Iran focus(website), Apr. 16, Tehran - Anti-government protests erupted yesterday through the night in the city of Ahwaz, southwest Khuzestan province in Iran, leaving at least six people dead and hundreds injured or arrested.

Ahwaz, close to the Iraqi border, is a major hub of Iranian ethnic minority groups, and its largely Arab population has faced brutal repression under clerical rule. Fierce fighting occurred when Iran’s State Security Forces were dispatched to quell angry residents who were complaining of government plans to redefine the ethnic make-up of the province.

Iran shuts Arabic TV over coverage of ethnic clashes  
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AFP, Apr. 18 - Iran on Monday ordered the Arabic satellite television Al-Jazeera to "temporarily close" its Tehran bureau after controversy over its coverage of ethnic clashes, officials said. "We have ordered the temporary closure of the Al-Jazeera bureau," Mohammad Hossein Khoshvaght, director general of the culture and Islamic guidance ministry, told AFP. 
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White House rips Iran on Arab treatment   
AP, Apr. 19, Washington - The Bush administration accused Iran on Tuesday of violating the rights of Arabs and other minority groups and urged restraint in dealing with them.
Last weekend, at least one demonstrator died and eight others were injured in protests in the largely Arab city of Ahvaz, the capital of Khuzestan province in southwestern Iran.

Iran executes teenage demonstrators in Ahwaz – reports

Iran Focus, Apr. 23, Ahwaz – Iran’s Revolutionary Guards executed a number of teenage demonstrators in the streets of Ahwaz, southern Iran, according to eye-witnesses.

Residents reported that Revolutionary Guards arrested demonstrators in the city streets and gunned them down to terrorize the local people and end a weeklong anti-government uprising that has spread throughout the oil-rich Khuzestan Province.

Helicopters were also seen opening fire on demonstrators. 

A 5-year-old boy was killed when he was run over by a Revolutionary Guards’ armored personnel carrier, eye-witnesses said.

Death sentences, executions

Two hanged in public

Jomhouri Islami(state-run daily), Apr. 7 – Incoming reports indicate that the two convicted Ahmad B. and Sohrab Mohammad E. who were sentenced to death, charged with murder were finally hanged. They were in Toyserkan prison (northern Iran) since 2002. The sentence was issued by branch 101 of punitive court and was carried out in public after being endorsed by country’s Supreme Court.
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Political prisoner facing imminent execution in Iran    

Iran Focus (website), Apr. 9, Tehran – Iran’s Supreme Court has upheld the death sentence against a longtime political prisoner in Iran, making his execution imminent.

Hojjat Zamani, 29 years old, has been imprisoned in the notorious Evin Prison in Tehran since the year 2000 for being a member of the main Iranian opposition group, the People’s Mojahedin Organisation of Iran (PMOI). 

Zamani reportedly endured severe torture in Evin Prison, later escaping and fleeing to Turkey. He was arrested however and turned over to agents of Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS). Zamani was sent back to Iran where Amnesty International reported he was once again subjected to torture.

Two men hanged in Iran
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AFP, Apr. 13, Tehran - Two Iranian men were hanged in prison on Monday in Yasooj, southwestern Iran, Hambastegi daily reported Wednesday. [They were] Hatam Jarideh Kish, 38, and Ali Fath Hemati, 50.

Iran: 17-year-old boy and father to be hanged

Iran daily (state-run Newspaper), Apr. 13, Tehran - A father and his 17-year-old son will be executed by hanging on Saturday, Iran daily newspaper reported today.

The execution of Mousa Ali-Mohammadi and his son Rasoul will take place at dawn on Saturday before which each will receive 74 lashes, the daily wrote.

Mousa Ali-Mohammadi is due to be hanged in public, while his son will be simultaneously hanged in Isfahan prison.

Iran daily wrote yesterday that a man, only identified as Abdollah, would be hanged in public in Tehran next week. The execution will take place using a crane, it added.

Two young prisoners, aged 18 and 22, will also soon be publicly hanged in Kerman (southern Iran), according to Iran daily’s April 11 issue. 

Urgent Action: Iran: Imminent Execution/Flogging 

Amnesty International, Apr. 14, Iran - Seventeen-year-old Rasoul Mohammadi is reportedly due to be executed on 16 April. Iran has ratified international treaties that prohibit it from executing anyone for crimes committed when they were under 18. His father, Mousa Ali Mohammadi, is due to be executed at the same time. Each is to receive 74 lashes before he is put to death.

Iran hangs serial bank robber
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AFP, Apr. 14, Tehran -Iran on Thursday publicly hanged a serial bank robber who killed a policeman during a clash with security forces, the afternoon daily Kayhan reported. 
Ghobad Siah-Mansour was found guilty of several armed bank robberies in the central city of Ispahan and was hanged in the neighbouring town of Najaf-Abad. 
Human rights organisation Amnesty International reported at least 159 people were executed in Iran in 2004 -- the highest rate in the world after China. 
Murder, armed attacks, rape, apostasy and drug trafficking of more than five kilograms (11 pounds) are punishable by death in Iran.
 
Iran: Teenager facing execution for crime committed as minor
Ettemad daily(state-run), Apr. 15, Tehran - A teenager was sentenced to death for a crime he is alleged to have committed when he was 17 years old, according to Etemad daily.

The boy who was only identified by his first name Saeid is to be executed shortly, the daily reported.

He was accused of stabbing another 17-year-old boy, who later died of his injury, near a Pool centre in Islamshahr two year ago, west of the capital.

The State Supreme Court upheld the initial death sentence handed down to Saeid by a Tehran court, and he is facing imminent execution.

Iran: Political prisoner facing imminent execution
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Iran Focus, Apr. 21. Paris – Iran’s Supreme Court upheld an execution sentence for a 38-year-old political prisoner from the western Iranian town of Boukan.

Esmaeil Mohammadi was informed of the decision through a letter from the authorities, which indicated that his execution would be carried out within the next few days.
Mohammadi, father of five, has been imprisoned for the past two years in the city of Urumiya (northwest Iran), accused of being a supporter of the Kurdish Komala organization. Mohammadi was reported tortured while in prison.
Man hanged in public

Jomhouri Islami daily, Apr. 20 – Khodabakhsh Bijarzehi, charged with armed robbery and killing a soldier of State Security Forces, was hanged in public yesterday. The sentence was issued by the Islamic Revolutionary Court and endorsed by country’s Supreme Court. 

Man sentenced to death

Fars news agency (state-run), Apr. 27 – Mohsen Khoshdel, a 33 year old man was sentenced to death by the 74th Brach of the Tehran Penal Court today.

Another sentenced to death 

Ettemad daily, Apr. 28 – A 50 year old melon seller was sentenced to death by Brach 74 of the punitive court today.

22 year old sentenced to death

Ettemad daily, Apr. 28 – A 22 year old man, identified by his first name Ismail, was given a death sentence by Judge Ismaili of the Teheran’s criminal court on April 27.

Arrests, Tortures and inhumane punishments

Iranian secret police tortured woman to death, says doctor   
The Times, Apr. 1, Ottawa - A Canadian woman photographer who died in Iranian custody after taking pictures of a protest outside the notorious Evin prison in Tehran, was beaten, tortured and raped, an Iranian doctor who fled to Canada said yesterday. Zahra Kazemi, 54, a Canadian citizen born in Iran, was arrested by secret police in June 2003. Shahram Azam said that he examined her at a hospital in the capital four days later. She was in a coma and died several days later without regaining consciousness. Ms Kazemi was the victim of “a very brutal rape”, her skull was fractured and her nose broken and there were strange markings all over her body, Dr Azam said. “The backs of both legs, where the skin had come off, indicated a flogging.” 

Iran to amputate prisoner’s arm and leg for theft 

Hambastegi daily (state-run), Apr.13, Tehran – A young man in Iran is to have his right hand and left leg amputated today for theft, Hambastegi daily reported.

The young man identified only as Mohammad B. is currently being held in Karoon prison in the south-western town of Ahwaz. Hambastegi daily reported today that Mohammad’s right hand and left leg will be amputated in the early hours of the day

8 students handed jail terms for insulting Iranian president

AFP, Apr. 19,  Tehran - Eight students have been handed suspended prison terms for insulting President Mohammad Khatami and acting against Iran's national security, a leading reformist student union member said Tuesday.

"Four students from Sistan-Baluchistan (in southeast Iran) received suspended prison terms of a year each," said Abdollah Momeni, head of the Office of Consolidating Unity (OCU), told AFP. "Another four students from Tabriz Sahand University (northwest Iran) received a collective suspended prison term of 99 months and are barred from studying for a year," said Momeni. He did not give details on the charges. 

Student to be jailed, flogged for demonstrating   

AFP, Apr. 26, Tehran - An Iranian student detained for taking part in anti-regime demonstrations has been sentenced to 18 months behind bars and 76 lashes, his lawyer told the ISNA news agency Tuesday.  

The lawyer said an Islamic revolutionary court had found Farab Samimi guilty of "propagating against the regime" and "disturbing public order" for taking part in an illegal gathering on July 9, 2003.  The lawyer, Mohammad Sharif, told ISNA that his client would appeal. 

Freedom of expression  


Iranian AG Pastor to Appear Before Sharia Court   

Christian Post, Apr. 5 - An Assemblies of God lay pastor arrested seven months ago with more than 80 other Christian leaders must appear before the Islamic court of Iran within nine days, agencies reported Tuesday.

Iranian Christian Hamid Pourmand, who was arrested last Sept. 9, will be brought up before the Islamic court between Apr. 11 and 14. According to a report released today by the Compass Direct news agency, the 47-year-old lay pastor is to face charges of apostasy from Islam and proselytizing Muslims to the Christian belief. An exact court date has not been released.

Pourmand spent several months in solitary confinement after his arrest on Sept. 9 when security police raided a church conference he was attending.

Religious freedom in Iran virtually non-existent 

Christian Post, Apr. 10 - Religious freedom in Iran continues to be virtually non-existent for Christians and other minority groups. In a recent document on international religious freedom presented to the UN Commission on Human Rights, the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) reported that while the Iranian Constitution guarantees a few recognized religious minorities – including Christians – the freedom to practice their religion, these rights are frequently withheld. 

According to the WEA, video footage offers documentation of some of the forms of torture that the Iranian government inflicts on its own citizens. 

 “This documentation includes footage of a fully conscious prisoner hearing his sentence read aloud and then having his eyes torn from their sockets by an official,” the WEA reported. 

The global ministry said that stoning also continued to be a relatively common state-sanctioned practice against non-Muslim religious minorities, especially in apostasy cases.

Tehran admits dissidents are wrongly imprisoned
AFP, Apr. 11, Tehran - Iran admitted on Monday that some of its dissidents could be wrongfully imprisoned, but said that the values of the Islamic republic are "red lines" which should not be crossed by the Europeans.
"I do not want to say that everyone who is in prison has to be in prison... there might be cases where we do not agree [with Iran's ultra-conservative judiciary]," Iran's Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi told reporters..."Human rights have to be tackled specifically in each society based on its cultural and religious values... and respecting these red lines which one can find in any society," he added, in a joint press conference with his Danish counterpart, Per Stig Moeller.

Iran parliament suspends reformist press law  

AFP, Apr. 25, Teheran - Hard-line deputies in Iran's parliament have voted to suspend a law passed by their reformist predecessors that was aimed at giving journalists fairer trials, it was announced Monday.

The law, pushed through by reformers in 2003, stipulated that journalists in court for press-related offences should face a jury made up of press union officials and representatives of other social groups.

Reformists had hoped that the law, which has never been fully implemented, would give some protection to a press frequently targeted by the hardline judiciary.

Call for release of two imprisoned journalists    

Reporters Without Borders, Apr. 26 - Reporters without Borders called today for the immediate release of reformist Iranian Arab journalist Yosef Azizi Banitrouf, who was arrested in a raid on his home on 25 April. It also demanded the release of dissident journalist Reza Alijani, expressing "great concern" about his deteriorating health after two years in prison. 

"We strongly deplore the arrest of Banitrouf, who was simply expressing his personal opinion in articles and in interviews given to other newspapers," it said. "As soon as a journalist speaks out in Iran, the authorities crack down, either by closing the paper concerned or throwing the journalist in prison. 

Women

Iran Revolutionary Guards officers nabbed for child prostitution

Iran Focus, Apr. 11, Neka – A number of government officials and security officers were arrested during raids on at least five houses used as brothels in and around the town of Neka (northern Iran).

The raids, conducted during the past two weeks, uncovered several organised child prostitution rings running the brothels. 

Many runaway girls, some as young as 13, were being forced into prostitution by these gangs. 

A number of officers from Iran’s notorious State Security Forces (SSF) and commanders in the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps were also arrested in the brothels.

The heads of a number of local government departments and institutions, including the head of the Neka branch of the Ministry of Telecommunications were among those rounded up in the raids.

The girls have also been arrested pending judicial sentencing.
Others

8,000 demonstrate in Paris against Khatami's visit 
Reuters, Apr. 5, Paris - Khatami's visit brought 8,000 demonstrators, organisers said, onto the streets of Paris to protest Western connivance with the Islamic republic.

"Receiving Khatami in France encourages the Mullah's regime to increase human rights violations and continue its efforts to obtain nuclear weapons," said Shahin Gobadi, a spokesman for the National Council of Resistance of Iran. The exile opposition group, which wants to oust Iran's clerical rulers, has acted as a whistle-blower on Tehran's nuclear program.

European Parliament censures Iran rights abuses    

European Parliament resolution on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2004 and the EU's policy on the matter (2004/2151(INI)), Thursday, Apr. 28 – Excerpts on Iran: 

The European Parliament,

31. Calls on Iran to engage positively in the human rights dialogue with the EU; is very concerned that the human rights situation has deteriorated in the last two years and calls on the Iranian authorities to make a serious commitment to reversing this trend; condemns the serious increase in human rights violations, particularly the increasing number of reports of public executions, and floggings;… is concerned at the large number of arrests, particularly of women and young people, on the basis of unclear or minor charges; expresses its deepest concern, that a minor was recently executed for sexual misconduct; condemns Iran's abject policy of arrests and imprisonment of journalists and cyber-dissidents and the stifling of press and media freedom; calls on Iran to cease support for terrorist organizations;

153.  Is alarmed at the high number of executions in Iran, in particular of minors, and Iran's refusal to release official statistics on the death penalty; 

Iran says no to foreign election observers 

AFP, Apr. 30, Tehran - Iran said on Saturday that it will not accept any foreign monitoring of its June 17 presidential elections, asserting that international observers were neither permitted nor required. 

"Observing the elections is a red line that no foreigner should cross," said Gholam Hossien Elham, a spokesman for Iran's Guardians Council -- a hard-line-controlled political watchdog. 

"Any talk of international monitoring of the elections in our country is against the constitution and the country's national interest. There is no need for it," he asserted.
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