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Russia has been dismayed by Tehran's failure to disclose full details about its 
nuclear programme and diplomats say privately that Kremlin leaders have 
been burnt several times while attempting to get Iranian leaders to resolve the 
dispute. 

Prikhodko issued a clear rebuke to Tehran over its failure to allay fears about 
its nuclear programme. 

"Any unpredictability, any political extremism, lack of transparency or 
inconsistency in taking decisions that affect and concern the entire world 
community is unacceptable for us," he said. 

"It would be good if those who are now speaking in the name of the wise 
people of Iran ... would remember this." 

Since the 1991 fall of the Soviet Union, trade has grown, reaching $3 billion 
last year. Russia has struck deals to build Iran's first nuclear power station 
and sell billions of dollars of weapons. 

But the row with Moscow could hurt Russian plans to start the nuclear reactor 
at the Bushehr power plant in August and Iran is unlikely to see a Russian 
delivery of the S-300 surface-to-air missiles it agreed to sell Iran. 

"Moscow has repeatedly saved Iran from very tough sanctions, so 
Ahmadinejad's defiance is quite frankly out of place," Pyotr Goncharov, a 
Moscow-based specialist on the Gulf, told Reuters. 

"It is simply the latest attempt by the Iranian president to lay the blame for his 
own problems at someone else's door." 

(Writing by Guy Faulconbridge in Moscow and Robin Pomeroy in Tehran, additional 
reporting by Denis Dyomkin and Moscow and Ramin Mostafavi in Tehran; editing by 
Andrew Roche) 
 


